
History - Changes within living memory 
 

Year R Year 1 
 

Year 2 

Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 
•Remembers and talks about significant events in their own 
experience. •Recognises and describes special times or events 
for family or friends. •Shows interest in different occupations 
and ways of life. •Knows some of the things that make them 
unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends or family 
Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. Early 
Learning Goal Children talk about past and present events in 
their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know 
that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 
sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 Creates simple timelines to sequence processes, events, 
objects within their own experience. 

 

 Confidently use vocabulary associated with the past e.g. ‘old 
and new, then and now’ 

 Recognises that buildings, clothing, transport or technology 
could be different in the past.  

 

 Shows awareness of significant features not seen today. 

 Can describe how some aspects of life today differ from the 
past using simple historical vocabulary 

N/A 



 

 

 



 
 

 

History - Events beyond living memory (National or Global) 
 

Ye
ar 
R 

Year 1 – Titanic  
 

Year 2 – Great Fire of London 

N/
A 

 Creates simple timelines to 
sequence processes, events, 
objects within their own 
experience. 

 

Realises that historians use dates to describe events. 
 
Use phrases describing intervals of time e.g. before, after, at the same time etc. 
 
Can describe in simple terms the causes and/or consequences of an important historical event offering more than one 
example of its results. 
 
Can recognise and talk about who was important e.g. in a simple historical account. 



 Confidently use vocabulary 
associated with the past e.g. 
‘old and new, then and now’ 

 Can match old objects to 
people or situations from the 
past. 

 Can give simple explanations 
why a person from the past 
acted as they did and talk 
about the consequences of 
those actions. 

 Can identify and talk about 
different accounts of real 
historical situations. 

 Can talk about similarities and 
differences between two or 
more historical sources using 
simple historical terms. 

 

 
Can identify and talk about differences in accounts relating to people or events both from the time (Contemporary source) 
and from the present (interpretative source)   
 
Can gather information from simple sources to ask and answer questions about the past. 
 
Can explain events and actions rather than just retell the story. 
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History - Nationally/internationally significant people including comparison of significant people to compare life at different times 
 

Year R Year 1 – Mary Anning 
 

Year 2 – Florence Nightingale+ Mary Seacole comparison  

N/A  Creates simple timelines to sequence events 

 Recognises that buildings, clothing, transport or 
technology could be different in the past.  

 

 Shows awareness of significant features not seen 
today. 

 Can match old objects to people or situations from 
the past. 

 

 Can describe how some aspects of life today differ 
from the past using simple historical vocabulary. 

 Can give simple explanations why a person from 
the past acted as they did and talk about the 
consequences of those actions. 

 Can identify and talk about different accounts of 
real historical situations. 

 Can talk about past events and use annotations or 
captions (maybe scribed) to identify important 
features of picture sources, artefacts etc.   

 
 

 Realises that historians use dates to describe events. 

 Use phrases describing intervals of time e.g. before, after, at the same time 
etc. 

 Recognises and describes in simple terms, some characteristic features of a 
person or period studied. 

 Can talk about similarities, differences not just between then and now but 
between then and another then.  

 Can describe in simple terms the causes and/or consequences of an 
important historical event offering more than one example of its results 

 Can recognise and talk about who was important e.g. in a simple historical 
account. 

 Can gather information from simple sources to ask and answer questions 
about the past. 

 

 Can explain events and actions rather than just retell the story. 
 



 

 

 



 



 

 

History - significant events, people or places from the school’s locality  
 

Year R Year 1 – 
 

Year 2 – Southampton  

N/A N/A  

 Realises that historians use dates to describe 
events. 

 Use phrases describing intervals of time e.g. 
before, after, at the same time etc. 

 Recognises and describes in simple terms, 
some characteristic features of a person or 
period studied. 

 

 Increasingly uses period specific language in 
explanations.  

 Can talk about similarities, differences not just 
between then and now but between then and 
another then.  

 Can gather information from simple sources to 
ask and answer questions about the past. 

 
 

 


